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PRODUCTIVE COOPEPATIVES

Znatol Brzoza

The last plenary session of the Central Commititee devotsd much attention
to the problems of productive cooperatives and the evaluation of the early
experimonts in the organization of productive cooperativas. By the middle of
May 1949, there were over 60 productive cooperatives registersd at the Central
4gricultural Office of Peasants Self-Aid Cooperatives, of which the greater number
vere Type 2 1in form. At the some time, in over a hundred villages in tho entire
country, the pcasants elscted Promoters' Committees (Zuiozycielskie Eomitety) to
make preparations for the election ¢f edministrative offices for the cooperative,
80 that, after harvests, a transition could be made to & Joiut form of management.
The number of villages it favor of Type 1 i1s, at the moment, ineignifiocant.

The promotors' meetings were conducted by representstives of the PZFR, SL,
and PSL parties. ’

In accordance with the announcement made by Minister Hilary Minc at the
Avgust Plenum of the KU PPR, the Polish statutes provide for thrse basic forms
of productive cooperativss as follows: () Aseociation for Lamd Cultivation
(Zrzeszente Uprawy Ziemi), (2) Agricuitural Products Cooperative (Eolnicza
Spoldzielnia Wyiworcza), (3) Agricultural Cooperative Pool (Rolniczy Zespol
Spoldzielczy). :

The namea ~f the cooperetives heve been changed, but the basic forms have
remained the maus. All three forms of cooperatives have the following common
features:

1. A required minimm of work %o be contributed ty each member.

2. Hired help is prohibited, except irn Jobs requiring special skill or in
case of disaster.
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Members retain title to land contributed to the cdoperative. The

[ORTEReY vo dcus not buy lurd cither from 1ts mombers, persons outside of .o v : ) "
the cocperative, or-the atate. '

2

) : L 4k, Membership is voluntary.

- 5. All officers are elected by the nmembers and from among members. The
general ascembly conatitutes the highest authority.

€, [l productive ccoperative are members of the Central Agricultural
"Ofyice of Pessant Self-Aid Cooperatives snd members of the Powlat Union of
Feapant Self-Aid Cooperatives. R ) ) Sl

7. I'ealdings with the state ars basea on normal trade principles.

The Tirst type (zctually several related ‘ypes) 1s the Aesociation for
Lesk Cultivation.  In' this essociation, the member retains all means of
production for his own use except durlng certain perlods-of the year (especially S T /
. dreught animele, machines, and arable land). Thers are three varfations; (1) ' R L
- L :oint activity may be confined to plowing alone; (2) members may contribute P LT
_ . . thelr areble land, siock, and proportionate quantity of seed for -joint cultivation;
: (3} plowing, vlanting, and harvesting may be carried out jointly.

1 Sl _ Divisicn ¢f the hervest may be carried out as follows: each family gathers , I
g ] . the harvest from the section assigned. to 1%; harvesting is done Jointly, and R o

s ‘eftervards the products are divided in yroportlon to tie amount of land contributed LN
by each member. ) . S e L

The second and third types of cooperatives , the Agricultural Prodacts
Cooperatives and the Agriculiural Coopersive Yool are not dealt with separately
because their means of production are the seme in character. The difference -
between ths two typee ia 1in the mnthod of dividing the harvest. Thase two |
types of cooperatives differ from the essociatlon type, where the arable lawd, )
81l means of production, eni labor are united only for a cortain ength of time,

- all the lamd (except gardens from 0.3 to 1 hectare), draught animals, and
w hor basic mesns of production (machinery, farm buildings, etc.) are permanently
¥ *united and ere pormanently used by the cooperative. All this equipment, etc.,
remaiune in the cooperative and can bo claimed only when a member leave the
cocperative. In that case, land squel In velue %o that brought intc the cooperative
is assigned on the outer fringe of the cooperative. Livestock may be repald in
kind or 1ts equivalent in quintele of rye.

¥

Every member mu:et contribute & minimum of 100 days per year. The "day"
15 calculated on the basle of the average amount of ferm work that can be
done during the dey; for example, 1n plowirg, one dayfs work means the work
done by a farmer using two horses to plow 0.45 hectares of lend at a depth
of 16 - 20 centimeters. .

A common feature in ell three types of productive cooperatives, which is
not found in other ccoperatives, is the selection of a chairman oy the General
Mesting and not by the administretion.

[ Tnilge tre sssociation (zrzeuzanie-), the Products Conperative uses 20

.7 sercent of its income and the Agricultural Cooperative Pool uses 30 percent
of its income for the creation of own investment and social fund. The balance
of ine income is divided smong members as followa:

Type 2 -- Sixty to 7G percent of the income to be distributed 1s divided
in proportion to work contributed, 20 - 25 percent in proportion to amount of
land contributed, and 10 - 15 percent in proportion to 1livestock contributed.

Type 3 -- All income to be distriduted 1s divided on the basis of work
contributed,
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